THE CLEVELAND MUSEUM OF ART 
CLEVELAND 6. OHIO 

TELEPHONE: GARFIELD 1-7340 






FOR RELEASE '*'• 

oSUj. - 1 * 0 ^. tfilLfSI ) V**- 

-o tb ftfl ftg y f ( 


at will 


An exhibition surveying eleven centuries of JAPANESE DECORATIVE * 

STYLE opens at The Cleveland Museum of Art on August 30, Organized by Dr. 

Sherman E, Lee, Director of the Museum, it will be one of the first to present a 
facet of Japanese art other than chronological or iconographical. 

Many of the 176 works shown are from the Museum*s own collection 
supplemented by loans from other museums and individuals in this country, Japan 
and Canada, Included are paintings, textiles, lacquers, ceramics, sculpture and 
sword fittings. 

The exhibition will feature the consciously aesthetic, polished, carefully 
patterned decorative style which had its first flowering in the Heian period. 

Encouraged by ihe aristocracy this style was intensely pursued during the next 
1100 years up to the nineteenth century by such Japanese masters as Sotatsu, 

Koetsu, Korin, Shiko, Roshu, Kenzan, Kaigetsudo, Harunobu, Hokusai, Hiroshige, 

Western realism came with foreign trade and with it an end to this form of 
Japanese expression. During the eleven centuries of this style the Japanese artist, 
working with his alphabet of flat shapes, delicate colors, muted tones and smooth 
textures, spelled out the relationships and implications of his imiquely styled art. 

Everything done or used by the Japanese was a possible means of 
decorative expression and was designed to give pleasure to all who viewed it, 

A Genji would have considered it unthinkable to place his poems in a plain box or 
use a merely functional mirror. For example, animal portraits would hardly 
seem appropriate for decorative treatment, yet the most famous and fastest bulls 
from the various provinces were portrayed with taste and sensibility in the 
finished Kamakura scroll paintings which are to be seen in the exhibition. 

In his introduction to the catalog Dr, Lee says: ^Pleasure has often been 
suspect among us, but great decorative art exists on just such a plane, to please, 
to charm, to give pleasure and delight. Since these are luxuries beyond the 
scrabbling-ground of creature comfort, decorative style has usually been produced 
for a leisured group in a developed society which could afford it,’ 
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The exhibition will remain at the Museum dirough October 15 and will 
then go to the Art Institute in Chicago where it may be seen from November 9 to 
December 17, 

It is open free to the public. 



For further information and photographs write or telephone Margaret R, Parkin 

GArfield 1-7340 
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